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spirit, (2) clever in action, (3) pious in heart. The duty
of schools may be divided into two large sections ; we
learn in'them (i) the things which surround us, (2) our-
selves. Now it is obvious that the schools at present
existing are not sufficient to fulfil this object; it is, how-
ever, possible to draw up a system which will educate the
entire body of youth that is capable of receiving educa-
tion, will educate 0them in all things which make men
wise, and just, and pious, and will complete this education
before the years of maturity, without compulsion, blows,
or severity, in a real and not a superficial manner, and per-
form this task in a way which will not be difficult, but easy.
The great principle on which we are to depend as our
foundation is, that a man's nature will infallibly move in
that direction in which nature impels it, and this even
with pleasure, feeling pain if it be held*back. All that is
required in education is impulse and direction, and to
remove the hindrances which God has suffered to exist
for the stimulating of our zeal. Now the means by which
this education can be accomplished is as follows : (i) by
the lengthening of life; (2) by the shortening of methods;
(3) by the seizing of opportunities; (4) by enlarging the
powers of perception; (5) by laying a sure and immov-
able foundation. In this way we shall be able: (i) to
learn more; (2) to learn more quickly; (3) to learn more
surely; (4) to learn more thoroughly. Length of life
may be obtained either by prolonging life itself, or by
doing a great deal in a short life. It has been held that
life might easily be prolonged to 120 years. Certainly
few people make the best use of their lives. The school
can help in both these matters. It can pay careful regard
to the rules of health, create a sound mind in a sound
body, and it can train men to make the most of their
lives. We must observe here that Comenius does not